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Discussion Questions

1. How does Elizabeth Strout use the character of Lucy Barton to explore the concept of empathy?
What did you learn about your own capacity for radical empathy?

2. How does the murder investigation affect the dynamics between the characters, particularly Bob
Burgess and Lucy?

3. Discuss the relationship between Lucy and her ex-husband, William. How does their past
influence their current interactions? Have you ever been involved in a similarly complicated and

shifting relationship, romantic or otherwise?

4. How does Strout explore the theme of isolation in the novel? Which characters do you think feel
the most isolated, and why? How does this theme show up in your own life?

5. What role does the town lawyer, Bob Burgess, play in the unfolding events? How does his
character evolve throughout the story?

6. How do Lucy Barton and Olive Kitteridge's meetups reveal different aspects of their personalities?
If you could ask either character any question, what would you ask?

7. What does the novel suggest about the nature of love and its various forms?

8. How do the characters grapple with the question, “What does anyone’s life mean?” What are some
examples of this?

9. Discuss the idea of “unrecorded lives” as presented by Olive Kitteridge. How does this concept
resonate throughout the novel? What does this concept mean for you?

10. How does the author use silence and what is left unsaid to convey deeper meanings and
emotions?

11. How does Strout use the theme of friendship to explore the complexities of human relationships?

12. In what ways do the characters seek to leave a mark on the world, and how successful are they in
their endeavors? How did this novel make you think about your own legacy?

13. How does the novel address the theme of healing and redemption? Which characters experience
the most significant transformations?

14. If you've read other books by Elizabeth Strout, what was it like for youfS'see t )
universes converge? Which characters were you most eager to see again?



The Elizatett, Strout Universe

o Friend or acfum'mmmce

o e Helen Bargess S D i
7 12 B;gez‘)épe{r;;rdf Jim's wife Olive and H&ng’& Son
wliqm s olanshter
Loi's Butar & %,?j%mﬁ? -
Wll/rh'm’s half 661‘1;{ O’Hare
Qe / Former police chief g
Y =7 /4 usan
William Gerharoft Jim Burgess et e Burgess Olson K:::_%e
[_“c A rn‘ Au J‘fﬂfnﬂ{ Aﬁﬂfﬂedt(, Bot’s trother 80/ S twin Sister Olive’s first
e /bamyrfo/ fmf \\\K\\\ Kustarnd
: o Pam Carlion Bof Bnr;ess ;
30{ Burgess’s ﬁf{f ....... Attorney 52, cg
Joanne G Susan’s son

William’ Cfrﬂfs; & Becka with William
sec;mo’; Z/t,; Z-ucdc( and William’s Gerfardlt

Olive

: daught featlos
: W% s /"Imyarez‘ Estaver Cf‘{r Lene Ki lﬁ'ermge
/ Unitarian minister, Bof Bitter "~ Resolent of

tHe /Wa/v/e Tree
Hfarz‘memz‘f

L e e
M A/’ﬂrz‘mmz‘;

............... Davio Abramson /

an; Barton
Whiter [ﬁc ton

l)aw{ mm&an“]

bucy y:i:;ﬂ;c{,f:yﬁma{? [sabelle Jack Kennison
Goodfrow Da l}na«/z‘ Olive’s second Kustaro(
Vl'c»@ Barton Pete Barton Restdlent of the Maple
Lucy s sister Lucy e Tree Apartments
/’m; Goodfrow
Isatelle’s danghter,
an ofnco/ofrkf




4 T#e Characters

Amé( Goodrow

Bof Burgess

Brl'aga‘ Gerharot
Charlene Bither
Chrissy & Becka
Christopher Kitteriofge
Davio Abramson
Gerry O'Hare

Helen Burgess
Henry Kl'ﬁ‘erlbgc
Isatelle Goodrom Dagnantt
Jack Kennison

Jim 8«73::

Joanne

Katherine Caskey
Lois Bubar

Lucy Barton
Margaret Estaver
Olive Kitteridpe
Pam Carlson

Pete Barton

Susan Burgess Olson
Vicky Barton
William Gerkaroft
Zack

Abidevith Me Ea k;etkf EIISZT?I.?S: h £ /:/::f;{; ;///' O’Lh } 47 \11 Evzilxllmlig
e Stoul G- RN Wiem gEFEER g
g AR tePossile [AMAAN  E1ZoRth  LEEERH  iranern
o e gae= B ™o BEEE v
X X
P 3< X X

X 57 X

e X X

X X X X X

£

X X X X

i X

S X X X

% X X

X £ X X
X P

X X X X

X X
X e X
X X

X X X I X

X X X .

X X X

) X X X

X X X < X

X b X X

X X X X X

X X X X

X

e



